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Press release 
 

DISBELIEF AND DEEP CONCERN AT THE CONTENTS 
OF THE FIRST INDICATIONS OF THE EU AUTOMOTIVE ACTION PLAN 

ANFIA reiterates that, in order to save the sector in Europe and Italy, we must have courage 
to adopt a strong strategic plan that redesigns  path of transition from here to 2035 and 
beyond - starting from today, therefore with the cancellation of the planned fines to 
European manufacturers - and recalls the essential and urgent measures that are not 
currently included in the preliminary document circulated 

Turin, 28 February 2025 - "It is with great regret and astonishment that we note the 
absence, in the preliminary document circulated by the Commission, of the measures 
considered essential for our sector and of the urgent and necessary interventions we have been 
discussing with the European Commission for months," commented Roberto Vavassori, 
President of ANFIA.  

They are not present in particular:  

• the overall redesign of the pathway of the transition to decarbonisation of mobility; 

• this must necessarily include the adoption of the principle of technological neutrality also 
advocated by the Draghi Report; 

• non-fossil fuels with low or zero carbon content must therefore be allowed according to the 
LCA principle; 

• these energy carriers, together with hydrogen, will be used to power progressively 
electrified vehicles such as plug-in hybrids or those equipped with range extenders; 

• it is necessary to focus the European research plan on the topic of energy, also for mobility, 
thus contemplating new battery chemistries and construction systems to be realised in 
Europe; 

• the gap in the cost of energy in our industry compared to international competitors must be 
substantially reduced; 

• it is necessary to have the courage to put in place a ten-year plan to renew the EU car fleet 
according to the criteria of low or zero emissions and European local content through a 
concrete and coordinated scheme to substantially reduce CO2, that is the real goal of 
decarbonising mobility by 2035; 

• there is a need to coordinate and simplify the current European regulatory bulimia, which is 
not matched by other continents competing with us; 

• if necessary, trade policy measures should be taken to avoid distortions or retaliation by 
other countries. 

 

Marco Stella, President of the ANFIA Components Group and Vice President of CLEPA 
reinforces: 'It is incomprehensible, for our industry, that the European Commission is 



 
 

 

 
National Association of the Automotive Industry 

 
Locations: 10128 Turin - Corso Galileo Ferraris, 61 - Telephone +39 011 5546511 - E-mail:  

           00144 Rome - Viale Pasteur, 10 - Telephone +39 06 54221493 (4) - E-mail: anfia.roma@anfia.it 
www.anfia.it 

 

2 

not going in the direction needed by the industry, as indicated by Mario Draghi's report 
in his repeated obervations on this subject. 

Better to continue the constructive confrontation and finally accept the minimum 
content to keep the sector viable in Europe.  

We should not be afraid to change the course set by the last European legislature not 
only because it did not prove successful, but also because, in the meantime, the world 
scenario has changed'. 

 

For information: ANFIA press office 

Miriam Gangi - m.gangi@anfia.it 
Tel. 011 5546502 
Mobile 338 7303167 

 
ANFIA - National Automobile Industry Association 
Founded in 1912, its aim for over 100 years has been to represent the interests of its members vis-à-vis public and private, national 
and international institutions and to study and resolve technical, economic, fiscal, legislative, statistical and quality issues in the 
automotive sector.  
The Association is structured into 3 product groups, each coordinated by a President. 
Components: includes manufacturers of motor vehicle parts and components; Car Design & Engineering: includes companies active in 
the design, engineering, styling and design of motor vehicles and/or parts and components for the motor vehicle sector; 
Manufacturers: includes manufacturers of motor vehicles in general - including trucks, trailers, camper vans, special vehicles and/or 
vehicles dedicated to specific uses - or specific fittings and equipment mounted on motor vehicles. 

www.anfia.it 

twitter.com/ANFIA_it 

 
 
 
The automotive production chain in Italy 
5,451 enterprises 
272,000 employees (direct and indirect), 7.1% of those employed in the Italian manufacturing sector 
113.3 billion Euro in turnover, equivalent to 9% of manufacturing turnover in Italy and 5.8% of Italian GDP 
71 billion euro tax levy on motorisation 
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