
 
 

 

 
National Association of the Automotive Industry 

 
Locations: 10128 Turin - Corso Galileo Ferraris, 61 - Telephone +39 011 5546511 - E-mail:  

           00144 Rome - Viale Pasteur, 10 - Telephone +39 06 54221493 (4) - E-mail: anfia.roma@anfia.it 
www.anfia.it 

 

1 

Press release 
 

EUROPEAN AUTOMOTIVE PLAN: SO MUCH PROMISE, SO LITTLE DELIVERY 

After many months of meetings at the highest level and clear and incisive communications, 
including representations in Brussels by the trade unions, the document released today by 

the Commission contains only a few initial elements requested by the industry, while, 
despite expectations and requests, many other essential elements are missing. 

For these reasons, the dialogue between the European institutions 
and the automotive industry must continue apace 

 
Turin, 5 March 2025 - '”We will prepare to speed up work on the 2035 review, with full 

technology neutrality as a core principle”. With respect to these statements made by President 
Ursula von der Leyen the day before yesterday and comparing them with the content of the 
document released today, ANFIA believes that some guidelines are indeed present in the 19-page 
document. This, however, cannot be called an action plan, as it lacks an indication of firm 
dates, concrete actions with respect to many issues urged and well represented by trade unions, 
vehicle manufacturers, component manufacturers and sector associations, an indication of who 
will be responsible for implementing these actions, and finally the amounts to be allocated for 
the various aspects of the plan. 

Even the issue of the planned penalties to be imposed on vehicle manufacturers by 2025 has so 
far been resolved partially and unsatisfactorily with respect to the logical requests formulated 
by the sector; there is also an incredible lack of any reference to the very important sector of 
industrial vehicles, which are also subject to the same regulations.  

ANFIA, therefore, does not consider what emerged from the work of the Strategic Dialogue to be 
at all satisfactory and, together with the other associations and stakeholders concerned, will 
continue as of today to emphasise to all European institutions that the seriousness of the 
situation in the sector cannot be addressed with such interventions. 

 
“We appreciate the stimuli for the development of connected and autonomous driving 

vehicles and software defined vehicles, but with dismay we lament the lack of fundamental 
elements of the transition, including technological neutrality” - commented Roberto Vavassori, 
President of ANFIA. The question remains: how will this neutrality be implemented in practice? 
To sustain competitiveness and preserve jobs, the EU must embrace a diversified portfolio of 
sustainable technologies, including both plug-in and range-extender hybrid vehicles powered by 
non-fossil fuels by 2035 and beyond. Moreover, if the Commission's real goal remains 
decarbonisation, we see no alternative to a progressive plan to renew the current 12.5-year 
old, high-emission car fleet, focusing resources on vehicles and components produced in Europe. 
Without this plan, the sector is doomed to disappear under the blows of Chinese competition 
and transatlantic policies”. 
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For information: ANFIA press office 

Miriam Gangi - m.gangi@anfia.it 
Tel. 011 5546502 
Mobile 338 7303167 

 
ANFIA - National Automobile Industry Association 
Founded in 1912, its aim for over 100 years has been to represent the interests of its members vis-à-vis public and private, national 
and international institutions and to study and resolve technical, economic, fiscal, legislative, statistical and quality issues in the 
automotive sector.  
The Association is structured into 3 product groups, each coordinated by a President. 
Components: includes manufacturers of motor vehicle parts and components; Car Design & Engineering: includes companies active in 
the design, engineering, styling and design of motor vehicles and/or parts and components for the motor vehicle sector; 
Manufacturers: includes manufacturers of motor vehicles in general - including trucks, trailers, camper vans, special vehicles and/or 
vehicles dedicated to specific uses - or specific fittings and equipment mounted on motor vehicles. 

www.anfia.it 

twitter.com/ANFIA_it 

 
 
 
The automotive production chain in Italy 
5,451 enterprises 
272,000 employees (direct and indirect), 7.1% of those employed in the Italian manufacturing sector 
113.3 billion Euro in turnover, equivalent to 9% of manufacturing turnover in Italy and 5.8% of Italian GDP 
71 billion euro tax levy on motorisation 
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